
QUESTION – 12 March 2019 – Travel Cost in Remote Areas  
 
Mr GUYULA to MINISTER for INFRASTRUCTURE, PLANNING and LOGISTICS 
 
Flights from Darwin to Ramingining cost $570 one way. For a family of four people to travel return is $4560. 
For a family from Nhulunbuy the cost return to Darwin can be about $4000. What is the government doing to 
assist people with the high cost of travel in remote areas of the NT? 
 
ANSWER 
 
Madam Speaker, we all understand that the cost of travel in the Northern Territory, particularly to our remotes 
is extremely expensive. That tyranny of distance—but the isolation does impact on the cost for commercial 
airlines to make profits or to pay wages of staff and to pay for the fuel bills. 
 
The first and foremost I should say that there is a senate inquiry. The senate inquiry is occurring now around 
air travel. It was a good opportunity for people in our remote communities to have their say and to have their 
voices heard with the federal government around the cost of airline travel in the Northern Territory—intra 
travel, inter-travel as well as interstate travel for Territorians the costs are high and we understand that, but 
they are commercial ventures. 
 
We subsidise and support one of our main routes—the main route between Darwin, Katherine and Tennant 
Creek has been subsided by government, but the first and foremost place to have conversations is through 
that senate inquiry around trying to get the cost of air travel down. 
 
It is one of the things that is very difficult in the Territory. The fuel cost and the costs for those airlines make 
it very difficult, but thank you Member for Nhulunbuy for your question. There is no immediate answer around 
that. 
 
It is expensive and we understand that. Government is subsidising our busiest route—Darwin to Alice 
Springs—so that people can come up for medical appointments, but at this stage those costs are borne by 
those airlines, and overtime if you see increased usage and competition you then see prices come down. 
 
At this stage I would encourage you, your constituents and the people who are living and working in those 
remote communities to talk to the senate inquiry. 
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